FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Morning Prayer
Officiant: The Revd Paul Smith
Preacher: Mrs Gwen Bevington

Image: Rembrandt, Baptism of the Eunuch, 1641.

The Officiant gives any Notices and Welcomes the congregation

Please stand:
The officiant says
Hymn: 442

A sentence from Scripture
God is love: let heav’n adore him
(tune: Blaenwarn CP 516)

God is Love: let heav'n adore him;
God is Love: let earth rejoice;
let creation sing before him,
and exalt him with one voice.
He who laid the earth's foundation,
he who spread the heav'ns above,
he who breathes through all creation,
he is Love, eternal Love.
God is Love: and he enfoldeth
all the world in one embrace;
with unfailing grasp he holdeth
every child of every race.
And when human hearts are breaking
under sorrow's iron rod,
then they find that selfsame aching
deep within the heart of God.
God is Love: and though with blindness
sin afflicts the souls of all,
God's eternal loving-kindness
holds and guides us when we fall.
Sin and death and hell shall never
o'er us final triumph gain;
God is Love, so Love for ever
o'er the universe must reign.
Timothy Rees (1874 – 1939)

The Minister issues the

Invitation to Confession

Dearly beloved brethren,
the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and confess
our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble
nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father;
but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his
infinite goodness and mercy. And although we ought at all times
humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we most
chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set
forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask
those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as
the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here
present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto
the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me:
Please sit or kneel for

The Confession

Almighty and most merciful Father,
We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own
hearts,
We have offended against thy holy laws,
We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
And we have done those things which we ought not to have done,
And there is no health in us:
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults,
Restore thou them that are penitent,
According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our
Lord:
And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
To the glory of thy holy Name.
Amen.

Remain sitting or kneeling for
The Absolution
May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto you pardon and
remission of all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace
and comfort of. the Holy Spirit
Amen
O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Please stand
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without
end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's Name be praised.
:

The Psalm for the Day
Psalm 22: 25-end
My praise is of thee in the great congregation : my vows will I
perform in the sight of them that fear him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied : they that seek after the Lord
shall praise him, your heart shall live for ever.
All the ends of the world shall remember themselves, and be turned
unto the Lord : and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship
before him.
For the kingdom is the Lord's : and he is the Governor among the
people.
All such as be fat upon earth : have eaten and worshipped.
All they that go down into the dust shall kneel before him : and no
man hath quickened his own soul.
My seed shall serve him : they shall be counted unto the Lord for a
generation.
They shall come, and the heavens shall declare his righteousness :
unto a people that shall be born whom the Lord hath made.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Please sit for
First Lesson
Acts 8: 26 – 40
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a
wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in
charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip
to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he
was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him
the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What
is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the
water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Please stand to say

The Jubilate (Psalm 100)

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : serve the Lord with gladness,
and come before his presence with a song.
Be ye sure that the Lord he is God : it is he that hath made us, and
not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts
with praise : be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name.
For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting :
and his truth endureth from generation to generation.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Please sit for

Second Reading:
John 15.1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed
by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done
for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.
Please stand to say
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, dead, and buried:

The Apostles Creed

He descended into hell;
The third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
The holy Catholick Church;
The Communion of Saints;
The Forgiveness of sins;
The Resurrection of the body,
And the Life everlasting.
Amen.
The Lesser Litany, Lord’s Prayer & Responses
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Please sit or kneel
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil.
Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
The Collect for the Day
Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast
overcome death and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: we
humbly beseech thee that, as by thy grace preceding us thou dost put
into our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring
the same to good effect; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who
liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.
Please remain seated as we listen to
Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?
Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer
in you and you in me?

Will you come and follow me

Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?
Will you love the ‘you' you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?
Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I'll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.
John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958)

The Sermon
The Intercessions
Hymn: CP 477
In Christ there is no east or west,
in him no south or north,
but one great fellowship of love
throughout the whole wide earth.

In Christ there is no east or west

In Christ shall true hearts ev’rywhere
their high communion find.
His service is the golden cord
close binding humankind.
Join hands, then, children of the faith,
whate’er your race may be;
who serves my Father as his child
is surely kin to me.
In Christ now meet both east and west,
in him meet south and north.
All Christlike souls are joined in him
throughout the whole wide earth.
John Oxenham (1852 – 1941)

Please stand for

The Blessing

Please take this Service Booklet home with you
After the Service, please observe social distancing. Please leave the
building as soon as possible, sharing conversation and fellowship
outside.
Thank you
Acknowledgement: Some of the material in this service is used with permission and
taken from Services and Prayers of the Church of England (Common Worship)
2000, Common Worship Initiation Services and Daily Prayer (Common Worship);
copyright Archbishop’s Council 2006.
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